APPEASEMENT  IN   ACTION                  295

bility" with any committee. Behind this attack
was an Opposition manoeuvre to discredit Mr.
Chamberlain's Ministers. Lord Swinton, as has been
pointed out, had no ready understanding of the
showmanship of politics with the result that his
record at the Air Ministry was subjected to wholly
undeserved criticism. As a member of the House
of Lords the misrepresentations which he allowed
to grow around himself added to the Premier's
already excessive burdens in the Commons, where
Mr. Chamberlain was acting in effect not only as
Prime Minister but as Foreign Secretary, Air Minister
and Supreme Defence Chief. It was in fact a personal
responsibility unparalleled in our history.

The next day he was up again to meet what was
now a systematized Opposition onslaught on appease-
ment, this time as applied to Spain.  The Socialists
now began to associate the word with a sinister
Capitalist context and to reduce the argument into
terms of their own economic dogmas.   In doing so
they once again made it all the easier for the Premier
to emphasize his disinterestedness as to the out-
come of the Spanish War.  The plea to keep out of
Spain and pursue non-intervention to the end was
irresistible, but it was not on Spain that this par-
ticular debate continued.   The arguments for and
against non-intervention were now applied with re-
doubled vigour to the case of Czecho-Slovakia.   The
Times correspondence columns were opened up, and
there was a veritable barrage of opinion and infor-
mation on the status of the three and a half million
Sudeten Germans who made up approximately a
third of the diverse population of the patchwork-and
"scientific"   State  of  Czecho-Slovakia.   It is not
necessary here to enter into the details of the various
grievances of the Sudeten Germans and apologies
for the Czech Government which were set out at